Sepgember 2007

THE CHALICE

NEWSLETTER OF THE OBERLIN

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP

317 Ead Cdlege Street, Oberlin OH 44074

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION THAT SEEKS TO BE A SPIRITUAL HOME TO PEOPLE OF FREE FAITH REGARDLESS
OF RACE, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, CLASS, OR ANY OF THE OTHER DIFFERENCES THAT MIGHT SEPARATE US

SUNDAY MORNING PROGRAM SCHEDULE BPALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday School: 9:30 - 10:30
Forum: 9:30- 10:30

Sacial Gathering: 10:30 - 11:00

Child care: 10:30 - Noon
Senice: 11:00 - Noon

Carefor the very youngeg childrenavailabe during servicesand forums

PHONE: 440+935-3812
Sunday, September 2, 2007

STARTING ANEW: EXPLORING
FOR FUN AND FAITH
FELLWOSHIP FORUMB 9:30 AM

Laura Huth, Preserter
Welcome friends new and old! Our first day
back promisesto be a fun one aswe cross a
river wild and ted our skills on an obstacle
course. Don't miss the fun. Laura Huth, the
expedtion leackr, is our Memkbership Team
Chairperson. All are welcome!

IN-GATHERING CELEBRATION:
THE UU WATER COMMUNION

INTERGENERATIONAL SERVICED11:00 AM
Card Wilde, Laura Huth

The Unitarian Univeralist Fellowship is
united by our efforts to seek for meanng
together, to help and comfort one another,
and towork for justice. The Fellowship
celebrates our coming together to begn the
new church yearwith a service for all ages
the Water Communion. Asmary drops of
water flow together to make streams, lakes
the ocean so we gather with differert beliefs
and coming from differen  sum-
meradventures to form a congregation that
is part of a larger spiritual family. If you
can bring smal samplesof water symbolic
of atreasired memory of this summerto add
to our bowl. The water canhave been
cdlectedduring your travels, or canbe from
nearly, including from your kitchen sink.

All are welcome!

WEBSITE: www.ouuf.org

SEPTEMBER KENDAL GATHERING

Discussion of topicsfor 2007-2008
Wedhedlay, Sepgember 19, 4:15 p.m.
Whittier Lounge, Kerdal at Oberlin
Barbara Fuchsman discussion leacker

Barbara Fuchsman CLL, who normaly
leads the Kerdal services invitesinteresed
peple to sugged topics for the OF-O8
gatherings. Pleag send her your ideas
Barbara will list all suggedgions and have
copiesfor everyone. Thenmore suggegions
can be added during the discussion. So
pleag keep suggedions coming and bring
somewith you. All arewelcome.

SEPTEMBER SECOND SUNDAY

The Lorain County Rape Crisis Certer will
be the recipient of our September 9 Secand
Sunday Callection. This agercy advocaies
for and supports survivors of sexual asaut
as well as their families Education on
sexual assaut is offered to the community,
seeling to prevent sexual assaut. The
agercy also provide a 24-hour telephone
hotline reponse.



Sunday, September 9, 2007

THE NEW WARRIOR TRAINING

FELLOWSHIP FORUM D9:30 AM
Dr Harry Pepper, Gued Leackr

The New Warrior Training Adverture is a
proces of initiation and self-examination
that is crucial to the dewvelopmernt of a
heathy and mature male self. It is the
"herds journey" of classical literaure and
myth. "Our deeped fear is not that we are
inacequate; our deeped fear is that we are
powerful beyond measrre..As we are
liberaed from our own fear, our preence
auomaically liberaes others" (Nelson
Mandella quoting Mariame Williamsn in
his inauwgural address.) Dr Pepper is Direcior
of Adult Programming at Common Ground
and hasa private practcein psychology. All
are welcome.

MALE WISDOM

MORNING SERVICED 11:00 AM
L.D. Moore, Savice Leader

What do men find when they give up
culturally steredyped masulinity and speak
honedly with each other or look within?
L.D. Moore is Chairperson of the OUUF
Trustees a retired school psychologist and a
licersed masage therapst primarily
working at Lorain County Free Clinic. All
arewelcome.

SECOND SUNDAY

Sepgember Second Sunday Coallection will
go to the Lorain County Rape Crisis Certer.
To direct a check to LCRCC make it out to
O.U.UF. and write O®cand SundayO or
Q.CRCCOon the memo line. Our Treasirer
will serd along a consolidated check
Checks to O.U.U.F. without a memo line
will go to the Fellowship. Loose cash amd
change will also go to LCRCC unlessin an
ernvelope markedfor O.U.U.F.

Sunday, September 16, 2007

HOW TO MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE:
STUDENT RESEARCH FOR
MARCY KAPTUR

FELLOWSHIP FORUM D 9:30 AM
Robert Taylor, Don Hultquist

Community Peae Builders (CPB) emables
Oberlin Codlege studerts to carry out
reeach projecs for our Congreswoman
Marcy Kapur concerning the war in Irag
and U.S. efforts to combat terrar-ism. So far
resairch efforts about the use of torture ard
the actvities of private contracbors have
providedinformation valuade in Congres
sional decision making. CcPB
member Robert Taylor is supervising the
Congresional Resarch Prgect which
member Don Hultquist helped to initiate.
Both Robert and Don live at Kendal at
Oberlin. Don is an Emeritus Prdfessor at the
Univergty of Michigan Medcal School ard
an Affiliate Sclolar atOberlin College,
studying therapeuic uses of  anti-
oxidarts. Robert has just published his
fourth novel; a member of OberlinOs
Veterars for Pea, he servedin Vietham as
a Capain in Army Intelligence. All are
welcome.

WHAT ISPOSSIBLE TOGETHER?

MORNING SERVICED11:00 AM
Barbara Fuchsman OUUF CLL

Expressing our beliefs in acionN making
something happerN is often beg done
finding strength in numbers working in
community. Drawingon programs by
Barbara Hamilton-Holway, this contem
plative servicewill explore mary ways that
our UU community can strengthen us and
encourage us to take effective acion.
Barbara Fuchsman is Commissioned Lay
Leader of the Oberlin Fellowship. All are
welcome.



RE notes
September 2007

Hello everyond At thispoint, | am sure tha you dl felt the pull of September: the
weather is changing from the summer heat and humidity to cool days and even cooler
evenings activities are starting to move from the beach, vacationsand the BBQ to
Footbdl games, apple picking, and for many of our families, school.

| remember asking my Mother when | was a child wha grown-upsdid when uskidswent
back to school, jug what did my Mom do al day withoutusat home? | remember her
telling me that just because shedidn®have to goto a school building or sit through
lessonswith an ingructor everyday, shewas inded learning new thingsand keeping
herself bugy. | bdieve shewasthefirst personto tell metha Quifeis Schoold Qf you
are luckyOshewould say, O ouwill continueto learn your entire life longO | can assure
you this bit of wisdomwas log on a6 year old, but it has rungtruefor me my entire adult
life. If youask my children wha hgppensduringdinne at our houg, they will tell you
that ourritud at meal timeisto go aroundthetable, each of ussharingwha new things
we have learned tha day. | promise youthat | aways have many thingsfrom which to
choos to shae with them. | hopetha all of you take thetime each day to reflect on
wha new thingsyou learn; | bet there is more than you realize.

It isalso tha time of year tha | get to welcome you to our new year of religious
education! TheRE committee and | have developed a curriculumfor this year tha will
notonly beinformative, memorable and fun for our students. We will be spending the
year on an exploration of the Unitarian Universalist Prindples. We will devote 5 weeks
to each prindple, discussing, playing games, making musc and other special activitiesin
relation to each of theseven prindples. Weinvite all of youto visit our classes Byou are
welcome anytime! | am also very excited and proud to announe tha we will be having a
gpecial coming of age group of our very own UU youth; our oldest students will be
working by themselves (with adult mentoring) exploring issues of importance to them.
We will also belookingto our oldest paticipantsto assist in planning our RE
ingaheringsand other specia times tha the entire groupwill share.

For our RE families, our year will begin with avery specia ingahering on Sunday,
September 2, 2007. We will meet in theopen area opposte where forum and service is
hdd. If theweather pamits, wewill begoingoutsde Please join usand wear your
favorite color Bit will be pat of ouringahering! Please feel free to contact meif you
have any questionsor comments aboutthe RE program. See you on the 2™

Shdly Rasmussen, ReligiousEducation Director



Sunday, Sepgember 23, 2007
FROM SEED TO FRUIT
FELLOWSHIP FORUM D9:30 AM
Evelyn Bryart, Gueg Speaker

Evelyn Bryant, Educaton and Everts
Coordinator at the Gearge JonesFam, will
share her enthusiasm about eaing fresh
locally grown food. Whenyou support your
local farmers, you help yourself with great
tage and top quality nutrition. You also
work against global wamrming and help to
preserve mary wonderful varieties of plarts
and anmals that otherwise will be lost as
unsuitald e for global trade. All arewelcome,

THE ETHICS OF EATING
MORNING SERVICE D 11:00 AM

Barbara Fuchsman Elizabeth Aldrich,
Cindy Franz, Margaret Medina,
and Megan Schef

What we eat is a profoundly ethical
guegion. We all eatevery day. How do our
dietary choices affect our heath, the
ecanomy, our Web of Life? The Green
Sarctuary Team will leadan exploration of
how whatwe eat relates to the seven
Unitarian Universlist Principles All are
welcome.

HELP NEEDED

Plea® sign up to bring food for the Sccial
(Half-)Hour, or to bring flowers for the
sanctuary, on Sunday morning. Sign-up
shees arepostedin the [obby.

COVENANT GROUPSD
LOOKING FOR COMPANIONSHI P?

Would you like to connect with friends,
discuss issues of the day, larger life issues?
In these smal discussion groups, build
sharedunderdanding, provide and receive
support. Groups are open ard new members
arewarmly welcomed Sepember is agood
time to comeaboard If you would like to
know more about these small group ministry
gatherings, pleae contact facilitator,
Barbara Fuchsman

The Tuegday morning coverant group will
resume meeting at 10:15 am. on September
18 in Barbara FuchsmarOs garden with
Barbara faclitating.

A group will also meetevery other Sunday,
either in the late afternoon or evening. If
you would like to be a part of this group or
would like to learn more about coverant
groups, plea® come toBarbaraOs on
Sepgember9 at7:15 p.m.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Pleag consider becoming a Bed &
Breakfas host. B&BOscontributed almost
$10,000 to OUUFOL005-06 income, and Jo
Huber had to turn away mary requeds due
to lack of OUUF hosts. Most gueds are
family of Oberlin College students, ard
mary are UUs. Clean sheet and continertal
breakas are usually all thatOgequired, ard
some gueds even omit the latter in order to
eat later with their children or at Cdlege
acivities Contact Jo to sign up for this
valuabe service program.



CLL NOTES

M editation for September:
Come down off the ladder by David S. Blanchard (Publishedin David S. Blanchard, A
Temporary State of Grace: Meditations, Boston: Skinner House Books, 1997)

Comedown off the ladder.

Wash out that paintbrush.

Shake the sand out of your shoes.

Get up off your muddykneses,

and give thegarden amorning off.
Fold up thenewspaper.

Turn off the coffegpot.

Close up your calerdar,

already filled with dates

and times

and peqole,

and placesthat claim you.
Thischurchisready for you to fill itsrooms,
to creak its spirit, to gererate its wamth,
to kindleitslight.

This churchisread for you to make community,
to creak beauty, to berd it towardjustice,
to serveitsideak.

This churchisready for you to be here,
honoring our pag,

invigorating our presert,

and dreaming our future.

Thisisyour church.

Here we arehome.

Here we arewhole.

Letus begn.

ItOgimeto come together again, with renewed erergy and fresh erthusiagm. For a small
congregation, the Fellowship off ersunusually variedand lively opportunitiesto be a part of small
groups, working together, sharing, and deegening spiritual awareness. The Covenart Groups ard
the Shamaric Journeying Group, for example, are wonderful placesto getto know peagple well.

The FellowshipOsiewed team, part of its social justice work, is devotedto raceard class
issues Thisteamislooking for a balance betweenaction and study, so is alread/ planning to
bring aworkshop here, opento all organizations in the community interesedin increasng their
inclusivity. At the sametime, the team will be presenting thought-provoking forumsand services
on Sunday morning every month. Believeit or not, they have only mettwice; itOgust the right
timeto join the fun.

The Green Sarctuary Team hasalso begun plaming for the new church yea, and in
Sepgember will be bringing attertion to local foods and farmersmarkets. Do you think of your
food choicesasethical decision-making? In our complicatedglobal marketplace, the ethics of
what we eatis more importart thanever. The GreenTeanOsmphagsis partly shaped by
monthly projects posedfor the Oberlin community by ICE, the Interfaith Committeefor the
Environment. ICE ishoping that by bringing small, doabe taks to the community each month,



more peagple will becomeinvolvedin helping to improve our global environmert. Each
participating church hasan ICE poster for eachproject They, ard the FdlowshipOsGreenTean,
hope everyone in the Fellowship who joins in the projects in some way will sign the appropriate
posters Look for our postersin the lobby, and add your nameif you have planted atree,use
compactflorescert light bulbs, or eatlocal foods.

Lag year, the Welcoming Congregation Committeehelpedcreae a PH.AG group herein
Oberlin thatis plaming efforts to improve conditions for GLBT childrenand youth in our
schools.

Of course, the Fellowship provideslots of waysto help eachother and the Fellowship
itself. All of these aregood ways of sharing and growing. The Caring Committee,Patiesard
Fun, and the Choir are always |ooking for new members. The rewards of teaching Sunday Sclool
areenormous and worth every effort. The Membership and SpaceSearching teams, the Program
and Finance Committees and the Fund Raising Teams areopenfor business, full of erergy ard
erthusiagn. Asthe Rev. MargaretA. Kelp putsiit,

As surely aswe belong to the universe, we belong together.

Wejoin hereto transcerd the isolated self,

To connect

To know ourselvesto be at home,

Here on eath, under the stars

Linkedwith eachother.

As the chair of the Sunday Morning Pragram Committee,l do have avery down to earh
report to make. The Committeedistributeda quedionnaire lag May and June that could be
submittedon-line, or completed on paper. This atemg to reach more pegple in the congregation
wasvery succesful as33 surveys were completed, 11 more thanthe previous yea and anall time
high return.

The Committeesernds abig THANK Y OU to those 33 pegple. The survey isvery helpful.
Thereis strong support for all the areasof interes we asked about, with ethical quegions,
ervironmertal issues development of helpful skills, and social justice being the four most
popular. Therewasless agreemen about the agpects of programming included on the
guedionnaire, but regponsesweresimilarto lag yea. Of the 32 pegple who filledout this part of
the form, 72% find Joys and Concerrs a mearingful part of the service, 87.5% agreethata
morning message and 81% agree that music is animportart part of the service. However, only
50% prefer a consistert formatfor Sunday servicesand 53% would like to see programming at
timesother than Sunday mornings.

The on-line verdon mace it easer for pegple who rarely attend to express their opinions.
The committeethought this would be eecially useful in evaluating reponsesto differert
possible Sunday morning schedule arrangemert. Of the 29 pegple who completedthis part of the
survey, 65.5% prefer our presert arrangemert, while 17% dislikeit. The next most popular
suggedion, with 36% approval, wasto begn the forum and Sunday Sctool at 10:00 a.m. and
conclude with coffee hour atnoon. Still, 40% dislikedthat option. More peaple, 32%, were
neural about having the Sunday School atthe sametime asthe service, with the forum and coffee
hour asthey arenow, but only 32% approved The other options wereall dislikedor disliked
strongly by over 50% of the regponderts. Soit looks like thereis no perfect schedule, but we are
most likely to keepwhat seemsto be working pretty well.

My husband BillOseloved Aunt Esther diedrecertly, and | will be helping celetrate her
life and memory in New Jersey on September 2. | will be missing you all, and amvery much
looking forward to being with you and Harry Pegper on the 9".

Cheers BarbaraFuchsman CommissionedLay Leader



Sunday, September 30, 2007

WEAVING THE FABRIC OF
DIVERSITY
FELLOWSHIP FORUM -- 9:30 AM
Edie Fuchsman Barbara Fuchsman
and Jo Huber

The new Sccial Justice Team devoted to
issues of Race and Class is plaming to
preert monthly forums amd senvices to
reflecton what it mears to be faithful to our
religious principles; to acqlire the basc
skills for building bridges acrcss racial,
ethnic, and cultural divisions; to creae a
deefer serse of community as both a social
ertity and as a community of faith; and to
help us underdand that eachof us canmake
a differece. We can help to creae
relaionships, organizaions, and religious
communitieswhereall pegple areregected,
valued and affirmed This fall, the Team
will be using the Unitarian Universalist
AssociatonOsarti-bias program for adults,
Weaving the Fabric of Diversity.

THE OUUF CARING COMMITTEE
invites memters and friends to notify them
of significart life evertsin the personal lives
of memkers & friends, such as hospi-
talizatons, serious illness, asistance in
getting medcal help, important accanp-
lishmerts, birthdays, etc. We can be
reacledat (440) 935-3812.

PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBIT

Elearor Helper is exhibiting some of her
fine art film-basedimagesin the Community
Gallery at Kerdal at Oberlin in an exhibit
ertitles "An Eclecic Retrospecive 11" To
find the gallery you turn right after you pass
the reception de<k at the main entrance to
Heiser Community Building. The gallery is
next to and opposite the Beauy Shop (two
sidesof the hall).

VALUING THE GIFTSOF DIVERSITY

MORNING SERVICED11:00 AM
Edie Fuchsman Barbara Fuchsman
and Jo Huber

The Race amd Class Team will explore
issues of diverdty and inclusivity. We are
products of a culture where human
differences are often misundergood ard
feared The auhors of Weaving the Fabric
of Diversity, Jacqui James and Judith A.
Fredan write, (For mary of us, our
educaion and experiences have not helped
us to unlearnthe fear of human differerce
and repace it with tolerart aceparnce of
human diversties For mary of us,
appreciating the gifts of diverdty may mean
rooting out the vegiges of sexism, racism,
ageism, heterosexism, aldeism, and classism
learred before we undergood prejudice
Valuing diverdty is the work of a
lifetimeE O Faithfulness to UU religious
principledN affirming and promoting the
inherent worth and dignity of every human
being, promoting justice, equity, amnd
compassion in human relatons, and
underdanding we are all part of the
Interdeperdert Web of all existercelN can
lead to building of new, rich community.
Edie Fuchsman is an LISW therapst
pracicing at Plum Creek Associates
Barbara Fuchsman is Commissioned Lay
Leader of the Oberlin Fellowship. Jo Huber,
who serveson the Fellowship's Membersip
Team, teachesat Lorain County Community
Cadllege. All are welcome!

MI1SSION

The Obelin  Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship misson is to promote
religious freedom with responsbility, to
suppot each other with compassion, and
to save peace with  judice



GETTING TO KNOW YOU:
DARLENE KRATO

DARLENE MOVED TO KENDAL IN AUGUST, 2000. SHE JOINED THE FELLOWSHIP WHEN
IT MET AT THE MASONIC HALL AND WAS HERE FOR WHEN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MET IN
CLEVELAND. PRIOR TO THAT SHE AND HER HUSBAND HAD BEEN MEMBERS OF THE
GROSSE POINTE UNITARIAN CHURCH IN MICHIGAN, WHERE SHE WAS R.E. DIRECTOR
FOR THREE YEARS UNDER HARRY MESERVE. THIS WAS A TIME OF SOCIAL ACTION
WITH THE CHURCH SPONSORING OPEN HOUSING AND THE APPERANCE OF MARTIN
LUTHER KING.

DARLENE WAS BORN IN CALIFORNIA AND LIVED IN NEW MEXICO AND COLORADO
BEFORE RETURNING TO SAN FRANCISCO TO START FIRST GRADE. HER PARENTS
WERE NOT CHURCH GOERS SO SHE WENT TO SUNDAY SCHOOL WITH FRIENDS.
DURING HER FRESHMAN YEAR IN HIGH SCHOOL SHE MOVED TO A VERY SMALL TOWN
IN THE SIERRA NEVADA'S. THERE YOU HAD A CHOICE OF METHODIST, CALTHOLIC,
MORMON OR "HOLY ROLLER". WHILE IN COLLEGE IN SAN JOSE SHE BECAME
INTERESTED IN THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH. THEN ON TO GRAD SCHOOL IN NY CITY.
SHE BECAME A BUYER FOR BLOOMING-DALES AND A MEMBER OF A SMALL EPISCOPAL
CHURCH NEAR CORNELL MEDICAL SCHOOL AND HOSPITAL (WHERE SHE LATER
LEARNED THAT HARRY MESERVE HAD ATTENDED TOO) AND GOT INVOLVED WITH
THEIR SOCIAL ACTION PROGRAMS, MOSTLY AT ST. PHILLIP'S IN HARLEM. UPON
MOVING BACK TO SF SHE ATTENDED DIFFERENT CHURCHS. WHEN SHE MARRIED
JOHN IN 1959 THEY MOVED TO SPRINGFIELD, OHIO AND WITTEN-BERG UNIVERSITY.
JOHN JOINED CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, WITH HER, LEAVING BEHIND HIS MISSOURI
SYNOD LUTHERAN BACKGROUND, MUCH TO HIS PARENTSCDISMAY. FOUR YEARS
LATER THEY MOVED TO THE DETROIT AREA AND WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY. THEY
DID NOT FIND AN EPISCOPAL CHURCH THAT FIT THEIR SOCIAL CONCERNS AND JOINED
THE UU CHURCH. HIS FAMILY REALLY THOUGHT THEY HAD GONE TO HELL!! THE
CHILDREN WERE RAISED AT GPUC. DAUGHTER JENNY, WHO LIVES IN TUSCALOOSA,
ALABAMA, HAS BEEN ACTIVE WITH THE FELLOWSHIP THERE. SON ADDAM HAS FOUND
HIS SPIRITUAL FIT AS A BUDDHIST, SON MATTHEW MARRIED INTO A PHILIPPINO FAMILY
WITH STRONG SEVEN DAY ADVENTIST TIES (THE 2ND LARGEST DENOMINA-TION IN
THAT COUNTRY AFTER CATHOLICISM) AND YOUNGEST SON, PETER HAS BECOME
INVOLVED WITH NATIVE AMERICAN INDIAN RITUALS AND BEFIEFS. THE TWO CHILDREN
WHO HAVE MARRIED DID SO AT GPUC.

DARLENE® MOST EXCITING EMPLOY-MENT FOUND HER WORKING WITH OVER 300
SMALL NON-PROFIT AGENCIES IN THE INNER CITY BEFORE BECOMING AN
INVESTIGATOR WITH THE MICHIGAN STATE JUDICIAL COUNCIL, WHEN JOHN'S HEALTH
FAILED. SHE FEELS THAT THE AGENCY EXPERIENCES AND BEING RAISED IN A UU
CHURCH GAVE HER CHILDREN THE ABILITY TO EXPLORE AND FIND WHERE FHEY FIT IN
THIS WORLD OF MANY FAITHS AND UNDERSTANDINGS.



CIRCLE SUPPER

Looking for an evening of Fun and Fellowship? Then save
Saturday evening, October 20, as the probable date for our
first Circle Supper. On that evening there will be a series of
informal suppers in which the volunteer host provides the
main dish and suggests to the guests what they might bring
to complete the menu. The number of guests is determined
by the number the host can easily accommodate. The style
can be buffet or formal sit-down/fine china/sterling/best
crystal/candlelight. Or anything in between. Flexibility is the
name of the game.

Sign up sheets will be available at church in September.
Questions? Contact Lois Marshall or Eleanor Helper.

OU U F Member: Oberlin Area Cooperating Ministries
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