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Sunday, August 31, 2008

VIGIL IN SOLIDARITY WITH UUs
ATTACKED IN KNOXVILLE

FELLOWSHIP FORUM — 9:30 AM
The Rev. Cynthia Heilman, Leader
to be held in the OECC garden

On Sunday, July 27, members of two
Knoxville UU congregations had gathered at
the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist
Church to watch their children put on a
performance. A gunman entered the church
and began shooting, killing two people,
Greg McKendry and Linda Kreager, and
wounding seven others. At the Fellowship’s
first forum of the church year, we will honor
the memory of those who died and stand in
solidarity with those who suffered through
and continue to suffer from this tragic
experience. The forum will be held in
the OECC garden, beginning with a reading
and providing opportunity for silent medi-
tation and sharing. In case of rain, the
Fellowship will meet in the sanctuary as
usual. All are welcome.

SEPTEMBER KENDAL SERVICE

Wednesday, Sept 17, 4:15 pm

Whittier Lounge, Kendal at Oberlin

The Rev. Cynthia Heilman

THE PROMISES AND PITFALLS OF A

MULTI-THEOLOGICAL CHURCH

Song #189 Come, Come Whoever You Are
Song #354 We Laugh, We Cry

WEBSITE: www.ouuf.org

IN-GATHERING CELEBRATION: OUR
WATER COMMUNION

INTERGENERATIONAL SERVICE— 11:30 AM
Barbara Fuchsman, Service Leader

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship is
united by efforts to seek for meaning
together, to help and comfort one another,
and to work for justice. The Fellowship
celebrates our coming together to begin the
new church year with a service for all ages,
the Water Communion. As many drops of
water flow together to make streams,

lakes, the ocean, so we gather with different
beliefs and coming from different summer
adventures to form a congregation that is
part of a larger spiritual family. If you can,
bring small samples of water symbolic of a
treasured memory of this summer to add to
our bowl. The water can have been
collected during your travels, or can be from
nearby, including from your kitchen sink.
All are welcome.

LABOR DAY PARTY!
POT-LUCK POOL PARTY

Let's party! Come to the ANNUAL POOL
PARTY at Ed Miller and Joan Webster’s on
Monday, Sept 1 from 4:00 to 8:00 PM.
Swimming is encouraged, but so is chatting
around the pool and enjoying the hot tub.
Bring food to share--a grill will be ready for
your treats. Millers will provide beverages,
dishes, and flatware. Parking is across the
street and in the driveway.


http://www.ouuf.org
http://www.ouuf.org

FROM THE MINISTER
Dear Friends...

Welcome back! I truly hope that these past
two months have been relaxing and
energizing for you. We have many
wonderful days ahead of us weather-wise,
but also in terms of a new church year.
Wherever you may find yourself as it relates
to reading, gardening, or some other
endeavor, may it feed your spirit to
overflowing.

Hats off to those individuals who planned
the several summer activities that helped us
stay in contact with one another. Various
committees and teams of the church are
already meeting, planning and setting things
in motion for a great year. As we look
forward to our first Sunday of celebration on
the 31st, we do so being aware of the terrible
misfortune visited upon the Tennessee
Valley Unitarian Universalist Church
(TVUUC). Knowing that tragedy can strike
anytime, anywhere, I encourage us all to
embrace the new year with confidence that
we are part of a faith community that is
supportive and responsive, and which is
dedicated to showing the world our creed by
our deeds; a radical ethics of love persistent
hope. May we, members and friends of the
OUUF reflect these ethics in all we do as
individuals and as a congregation. While we
were not able as a congrega-tion to express
our outrage and solidarity with our sister and
brothers in Tennes-see, we will do so at the
first forum of the church year at 9:30am.
Please plan to be with us.

Yours in hope and peace,
Cynthia

SECOND SUNDAY

At its June 2008 Annual Meeting the OUUF
congregation selected agencies for which
funds would be collected on the Second
Sunday. One Sunday was set aside for
emergencies or unforeseen circumstances.
The Social Justice Team has come to
consensus that the Collection on September
14 should be for the Knoxville TN Relief
Fund.

On June 27, 2008, during a children’s
musical performance, a gunman entered the
Tennessee Valley UU Church in Knoxville
and shot into the audience. Two adults were
killed, one a member of TVUUC who
shielded others from the gunfire, the other a
member of Westside UU Fellowship of
Farragut, TN, who was visiting for the
performance. Six adults were injured. The
gunman was tackled by congregants and
then taken into police custody.

The Fund was established by the Unitarian
Universalist Association and the Thomas
Jefterson District of the UUA. Income from
the fund will be used by the TJD to assist the
TVUUC and WUUF and their members. No
more than 5% of funds raised will be used
for administrative costs, including costs for
credit card processing.

To direct a check to the Fund make it out to
O.U.UF. and write “Second Sunday” or
“Knoxville” on the memo line. Our Treas-
urer will send along a consolidated check.
Checks to O.U.U.F. without a memo or with
the memo “pledge” will go to the Fellow-
ship. Loose cash and change will also go to
Knoxville unless in an envelope marked for
O.U.U.F.



Sunday, September 7, 2008

SPIRITUALITY WITHOUT WALLS

FELLOWSHIP FORUM — 9:30 AM

Tom Acierno, Guest Speaker

Tom Acierno, a Grafton resident, has spent
15 years searching for spiritual truth. Join
this New Age author in a discussion of
karma, reincarnation, and eternity. His book,
A Whisper In God’s Ear, promotes self
discovery and spirituality beyond the walls
of organized religion. The book will not be
sold at our Sunday forum but it will
be available at the Oberlin College
Bookstore. Also, the author will be signing
books at the Oberlin College Bookstore on
Thursday Aug. 28" from noon — 3pm. All
are welcome.

FAITH AND DOUBT

MORNING SERVICE — 11:00 AM

Laura Huth and Barbara Fuchsman,
Service Leaders

It is an old Unitarian idea that doubt is the
handmaiden of faith. What does that mean?
What role does doubt play as a person
develops a strong spiritual sense? What do
religious liberals mean by faith? Barbara
and Laura will disagree with the common
understanding that to have faith means to
believe in religious doctrine. They will show
how Tom Acierno’s teachings in A Whisper
In God’s Ear are entirely consistent with
Unitarian Universalist principles. Laura
Huth is a long time member of the Fellow-
ship; Barbara Fuchsman is Commissioned
Lay Leader. All are welcome.

HEADS UP

Look for the announcement of a new, fun
Class and Race Team activity, "At the
Movies With Class and Race." The first
planned event is to watch CRASH on Sept.
231, Location is still to be arranged.

BIO SKETCH: THE GO GO LADY
WITH THE CAMERA

Does this remind you of Eleanor Helper?
Eleanor moved to Kendal in December of
2003 and by Spring of 2004 became a
member of our Fellowship Board. She has
recently declined to run for a fifth term,
feeling she and the Board needed a change.
She remains active with the Caring
Committee, the Social Justice Committee
(she does the Second Sunday Donation
blurbs for THE CHALICE) and is part of the
Class and Race Team. She is also one of our
representatives to the Oberlin Peace
Builders.

When Eleanor met her husband, Malcolm,
during graduate school at the University of
Illinois, he took her to a UU church and she
took him to a Friend's Meeting, having been
born and raised a Quaker. They decided to
attend the UU Church. While Malcolm was
in the service during the Korean War, they
attended when they could. After the war
they moved to Omaha, Nebraska, where he
taught at the University. During the thirteen
years they were there they had three
children, Laura who now lives in Memphis,
Sue who is in Cleveland and Tom in Hawaii.
As children they attended UU Sunday
School.

The next move was to Columbus, Ohio,
where Malcolm had a joint appointment in
Pediatric Psychology at OSU.

(continued on page 10)



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NOTES
September 2008

Members and friends of the OUUF,

Welcome back! I hope your summer was
event filled and that you are enjoying the
shift September brings each year; the cooler
temperatures, the changes in daily schedules
(usually the addition of school) and a season
filled with new activities. 1 am happy to
share with you the plans the Religious
Education Committee has for this years' RE
program.

Our Sunday School program is strong, with
four classes being held each week. They are
as follows:

Sunday mornings 9:30 — 10:30am:

“Chalice Children”, taught by Laura Huth.
A class for toddler — preschool ages
“Experiences with the Web of Life”, taught
by Lili Sandler . This class is for children
7-10 years old.

“Timeless Themes”, taught by Barbara
Fuchsman and Kim Peters, for our children
ages 11 —13.

Sunday afternoons our youth program will
meet each week. We will continue the work
which the youth started last year discussing
“life lessons”, with the addition of
opportunities for the youth to write, watch
films and read books, and make music. It is
our intention that this group will eventually
participate in the UUA Coming of Age
curriculum.

The fellowship is also sponsoring an Our
Whole Lives (OWL) program for Junior
High/High School youth that is meeting
Sunday evenings at First Church in Oberlin.
The program will run through the beginning
of December. OUUF member and friends
Edie Fuchsman, David Locklear, L.D.
Moore, and Tim Egan are serving as
facilitators or curriculum consultants along
with Brandy Bring, Director of Christian
Education at First Church joining them as a
facilitator.

I am pleased to be working with such an
enthusiastic group of teachers, children,
youth and families. 1 have missed them
during our summer break, and I look
forward to catching up with them as well as
all of the members and friends of the
fellowship. I also look forward to a fun and
exciting experience for all of us involved in
the RE program.

Shelly Rasmussen, DRE

COLLECTION FOR THE MINISTEROS
DISCRETIONARY FUND

The offertory collection on Sunday,
September 28, the fourth Sunday of the
month, will be devoted to raising funds for
the Fellowship’s Minister’s Discretionary
Fund. The fund will be used at the
minister’s discretion to aid congregants in
need. This collection will directly benefit
the Fellowship, helping to expand our
ministry to our own congregation.

CALLING ALL SINGERS,
OLD AND YOUNG!

The Oberlin Fellowship Choir, under their
new director, Joan Croom, will meet
regularly every month this church year.
Rehearsals will be held on Wednesday
evenings at 7:30 PM at the Kendal Central
Activity Room where there is a fine piano.
Singers of all ages are very welcome! At the
first rehearsal on Aug. 20 (after the deadline
for this newsletter), the choir will decide
how often to meet during the month, so the
exact dates will be announced soon. For
this information, contact Vi Blount or
Barbara Fuchsman.



Sunday, September 14, 2008

HOW HAS HOMOPHOBIA
AFFECTED YOUR LIFE?

FELLOWSHIP FORUM — 9:30 AM
Marty Buck Andy Frantz, and Megan
Schief, Forum Leaders

PFLAG stands for “Parents and Friends of
Lesbians and Gays.” Its goal is to help
families sort through the emotional and
moral questions they face. Many are bewild-
ered by their children's truthful
selves. Andy Frantz and Megan Schief are
active members of OUUF. Computer
scientist Marty Buck is a member of First
Church, UCC. The Oberlin PFLAG chapter
was catalyzed by OACM, prompted by
OUUF pursuant to our Welcoming Congre-
gation program. These PFLAG members
hope to include your experiences and
questions about these family issues in the
forum discussion. All are welcome.

KEEPING FAITH

MORNING SERVICE — 11:00 AM
The Rev Cynthia Heilman

In light of our theological diversity, how are
we able to worship and work together? How
do we maintain right relationships with one
another? Reverend Heilman is the half-time
minister of OUUF. All are welcome.

SHAMANIC DRUMMING

Shamanic drumming journeying is a time-
honored technique for accessing alternate
brainwave states. Drumming journeyers
meet the first Friday of the month at 7:30
pm at OUUF’s office space at 181 West
College, to journey and share insights.
September’s meeting is on the fifth. Please
contact Carol Wilde for more infor-mation
about this group.

GREEN JOURNAL

"Recycling” is the September 2008
topic for the Interfaith Committee for the
Environment (ICE) and the focus of our
on-going congregational effort to earn
certification as a Green Sanctuary. ICE
was catalyzed by OUUF pursuant to our
Green Sanctuary program, and brings us
modest, practical monthly suggestions.

We all participate in recycling efforts on
a daily basis -- setting aside plastics,
metal cans, glass bottles, newspapers,
magazine and corrugated cardboard. We
have already looked at ways to reduce
the use of plastics in our lives in the
Green Journal in the June 2008 Chalice.

For the September "Recycling" topic, we
suggest your efforts focus onreuse

For instance, consider: Using recharge-
able rather than disposable batteries;
taking those great tote bags made of
cloth or other recyclable material to the
stores with you; reusing items -- by
repairing them, donating them to charity
and community groups, selling them, or
finding new uses for them (Be creative --
use old tea kettles or cracked ceramic
bowls for interesting flower pots. Or to
make small fountains.); checking web
sites for ideas for "reuse" -- you'll get
482,000 possible sites!

Each participating congregation in ICE
has a poster for each project. We ask
everyone in the Fellowship who joins in
the September project in some way to
sign the appropriate poster. Remember to
look for our "Recycling” poster in the
lobby. And if you participated in the
July-August effort, "Using Summer
Energy Wisely," be sure to sign that
poster, too.



COMMISSIONED LAY LEADER
NOTES

Meditation for September:

Come down off the ladder by the Rev. David
S. Blanchard (Published in David S.
Blanchard, A Temporary State of Grace:
Meditations, Boston: Skinner House Books,
1997)

Come down off the ladder.

Wash out that paintbrush.

Shake the sand out of your shoes.

Get up off your muddy knees,

and give the garden a morning off.

Fold up the newspaper.

Turn off the coffeepot.

Close up your calendar,

already filled with dates,

and times,

and people,

and places that claim you.

This church is ready for you to fill its rooms,
to create its spirit, to generate its warmth,
to kindle its light.

This church is ready for you to make
community,

to create beauty, to bend it toward justice,
to serve its ideals.

This church is ready for you to be here,
honoring our past,

invigorating our present,

and dreaming our future.

This is your church.

Here we are home.

Here we are whole.

Let us begin.

I can’t resist repeating David
Blanchard’s terrific call to begin the church
year with renewed energy and fresh
enthusiasm. This summer surely has been
busy! The picnic at Mill Hollow and the Pot
Luck at Jo’s were really fun. Lately, a lot of
people—different teams and committees, the
Board and the COM—have been getting
together and making plans for this new
“church” year. The Fellowship’s office at
181 W. College has been a lively place.

For a small congregation, the
Fellowship offers unusually varied and
lively opportunities to be a part of small
groups, working together for social justice
and environmental responsibility, sharing,
and deepening spiritual awareness.  The

newest arrival is Sacred Circle Dancing
which Jo will be leading this fall. Don’t miss
her announcement. And don’t forget, now is
a good time to listen to that small voice
saying, “I really would like to be part of
something more thought provoking,” and
sign up for a covenant group or for
Shamanic Journeying. In addition, the
Parties and Fun Team hopes to rise with
renewed vigor. If you have ideas for having
a good time, please share them with either
me or Lili Sandler.

The Program Committee, noticing
that Joys and Concerns remains popular in
our congregation, has been thinking about
how to strengthen our sharing within the
service. There are many ways to conduct
sharing of joys and concerns in a service.
Our practice of lighting candles while
sharing is possible while we are still small.
While intense personal sharing is very
meaningful to most of us, it may seem
unwelcoming to new people. As the
congregation becomes larger, this kind of
sharing will be increasingly time consuming.
Already, it is impossible to include Joys and
Concerns in services like the Ingathering
Water Communion and the Thanksgiving
Celebration that contain a great deal of
congregational participation. It seems wise
to the Committee to begin trying out
additional ways of sharing our Joys and
Concerns.

However, we realize that most of the
Fellowship appreciates our present formant.
We have decided to add a new way of
sharing on Sundays when Joys and Concerns
would be left out, or would have to be
greatly cut back. We will begin at our first
Sunday of the church year when spoken
Joys and Concerns are never included. On
August 31 at the Ingathering Water
Communion, there will be a “Book of Life”
stationed by the fountain in the OECC
lobby, accompanied by the candle trough, a
lit votive candle, and unused candles. I urge
everyone to write an important joy or
(continued on page 7)



Sunday, September 21, 2008

WHAT MAKES OUR
PERFECT CHURCH?

FELLOWSHIP FORUM — 9:30 AM

Edie Fuchsman, Eleanor Helper, Jo Huber
and Margaret Medina, Forum Leaders

What makes us feel comfortable on Sunday
morning? Who is welcome in our
congregation? What would our ideal
congregation look like? The Class and Race
Team will explore these questions,
wondering how much our perfect
fellowships may be different from each
other. The start of a new church year seems
like a good time to think more deeply

about our visions for the future and how an
inclusive and diverse congregation fits into
this picture. All are welcome.

BUILDING A VISION

MORNING SERVICE — 11:00 AM

Edie Fuchsman, Jo Huber, Margaret Medina
and Barbara Fuchsman, Service Leaders

As Unitarian Universalists, we are com-
mitted to the worth and dignity of every
individual and to justice, equity, and
compassion in human relationships. The
Class and Race Team has explored complex
issues of diversity with the Fellowship.
Now, team members will share their
personal convictions affirming why it is
important for the Fellowship to include a
wide diversity of people in our congre-
gation. Congregants will also briefly share
their visions of what the congregation can
become. All are welcome.

(CLL continued)

concern in the Book and to light a candle.
Be sure to notice what other people have
written.

At other times, for example when the
service is long, the service leader may
decide to use the “Book of Life” but at the
same time to include in the service a
recitation of the joys and concerns written
there. Normally, on most Sundays, the
congregation will continue to individually
come up and light a candle while sharing. |
believe that flexibility in how joys and
concerns are shared will strengthen this part
of the service. Writing in the Book of Life
also will be helpful to the Caring
Committee, who can follow up on what is
written.

I know change is often troubling, but
since this change is an addition, the Program
Committee hopes you will all greet it with
enthusiasm.

Cheers,
Barbara Fuchsman,
Commissioned Lay Leader

HELP NEEDED

Please sign up to bring food for the Social
(Half-)Hour, or to bring flowers for the
Sanctuary, on Sunday morning. Sign-up
sheets are posted in the lobby.

COVENANT

We, the members and friends of the Oberlin
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, covenant
to live together in our quest for truth, love,
social justice and environmental respon-
sibility. In this spirit of caring fellowship,
we offer our combined gifts and resources.



FROM THE BOARD CHAIR:
TURNING A CORNER

Dear Beloved Community,

As 1 take the reigns of leadership from the
capable hands of LD Moore, I can’t help but
reflect on all the change that has happened
in the six years that I have attended the
Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship.
When [ arrived I found a vibrant, loving
community with engaging services and an
excellent RE program. But there was no
choir, no telephone number, no office space,
no building coordinator, no commissioned
lay leader, and only a quarter time minister.
We had no mission, no behavioral covenant,
no committee on ministry, and no social
justice team. We were not officially a Wel-
coming Congregation or a Green Sanctuary.
In six years, look what we have built
together! Why, in only the last six

months, we have changed significantly by
hiring a half-time minister and renting office
space. OUUF is still a vibrant, loving
community with engaging services and an
excellent RE program, but it is not the same
one | joined six years ago.

OUUF is maturing — growing in vision,
wisdom, and organization. This growth has
given us the wherewithal to hire our
minister, Cynthia Heilman, and to have
space of our own. We are in the process of
turning a corner, and the possibilities before
us are momentous. But these changes bring
a new level of complexity, and the increase
in opportunities is accompanied by an
increase in decisions to be made. As we turn
this corner, we will likely do so at

different paces and from different places.
We will be traversing new territory, learning
new skills, and tackling new problems.
Sometimes we’ll make mistakes; sometimes
we’ll get on each other’s nerves (perhaps
even more than we already do).

As we make our way through these
uncharted waters, we need a common vision
to guide us. It is time to envision the
Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
the future, so we can head in that direction.
At their annual retreat, the Board of Trustees

will begin this process. But the Board is
only one slice of the Fellowship; we will
invite all members and friends to

share their visions at a forum on October
12th. Between now and then, let this
percolate in your brain: Imagine picking up
copy of a magazine 20 years from now, and
OUUF is the cover story. What is the
headline? What is the picture? What are the
subheadings and quotes that appear in the
article itself? Who do we want to be? We
can do it, if we only know what it is we’re
trying to do.

I am proud and humbled to be a part of such
an effective, living, example of liberal
religious life. In the coming year, [ will look
toward each of you for guidance, vision,
nurturance, and inspiration. I have no doubt
that I will find it. Now let’s go turn that
corner.

Namaste,

Cindy Frantz
President

MISSION

The Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship mission is to promote religious freedom
with responsibility, to support each other
with compassion, and to serve peace with
Jjustice.

BED AND BREAKFAST

Please consider becoming a Bed & Break-
fast host. B&B’s contribute to OUUF in-
come, and Jo Huber has had to turn away
many requests for lack of OUUF hosts.
Clean sheets and continental breakfast are
usually all that’s required, and sometimes
not even the latter so College parents can eat
with their children later. Contact Jo to sign

up.



Sunday, September 28, 2008

CARING FOR HOMELESS FAMILIES
IN LORAIN COUNTYOS I.H.N.

FELLOWSHIP FORUM — 9:30 AM
Susan and Jack Kubicki, Guest Speakers

Susan and Jack Kubicki, directors of
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN) at
Sacred Heart Church, will provide a
personal view of the rewards and worries of
those who help with care of homeless
families. The Kubickis have had two
experiences of families who have rested
their heads at IHN’s Sacred Heart. At our
2008 Annual Meeting, the Fellowship voted
to be a support congregation for the IHN
program, and we have been assigned as a
partner to the host church Sacred Heart.
Our guests will share their experiences with
and hopes for the IHN families. Megan
Schief, the Fellowship’s IHN representative,
will moderate the forum. All are welcome.

UNCERTAINTY: AFRIEND OF
SPIRITUALITY

MORNING SERVICE — 11:00 AM

The Rev Cynthia Heilman

The "will to believe" as William James
called it has motivated seekers in every age
and in all places. The "bells and smells" i.e,
the poetry/drama of religion are compelling,
if only marginally. Is there room in the
religious landscape for those who are less
than "true believers"? Reverend Heilman is
the Fellowship’s half-time minister. All are
welcome.

COVENANT GROUPS B
LOOKING FOR SOMETHING?

Do you have time in your life for things that
feed your spirit, spark creativity? Would
you like to discuss issues of the day, larger
life issues? Consider joining a Covenant
Group where you can gather together with
others in making the moments of your life
matter. Groups are open and new members
are warmly welcomed. September is a good
time to come aboard. For more information,
contact Barbara Fuchsman.

At this time, there are two Covenant Groups,
but more can be formed. One group will
meet on the second and fourth Thursdays of
each month from 1:30 to 3:00 PM. The
other will meet on the second and fourth
Sundays of each month from 7:30 to 9:00
PM. Both groups meet at people’s homes,
so location varies. The meetings in
September will be:

Thursday, September 11, at 1:30 PM in
Barbara FuchsmanOs garden.

Thursday, September 25, at 1:30 PM place
to be announced

Sunday, September 14, at 7:30 PM at
BarbaraOs.

Sunday, September 28, at 7:30 PM place to
be announced

SACRED CIRCLE DANCE
COVENANT GROUP
Time and place to be announced.

Jo Huber, teacher. Sign up at church on
August 315,

Sign up for the dance group. If you can
walk, you can dance!!!
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(Bio Sketch continued)

In 1971 Malcolm was diagnosed with a rare disease and Eleanor realized she needed to obtain a
position using her scientific education and joined the Battelle Memorial Foundation, where she
did research for the next twenty years. What with working, raising children and dealing with
medical problems, they were not active in the church.

After Malcolm’s death in 1981, Eleanor slowly became more active in the Columbus UU
congregation, first with the Finance Committee and the All Members Committee with fairs and
other events promoting UU values. She was then asked to replace a member of the board who
had resigned, and later went on to be chairman for one year. She may hold a record in our
fellowship (and other UU churches too) for GA attendance (eight or nine) where she has
been active in the area of Social Justice. At one GA she was the first presenter before the
assembly to present a study on The Economic Basis For Racial Discrimination. She also chaired
the Diversity Group for five years. At Long Beach in 2004 she was able to have the Assembly
vote unanimously to Support a Ban on Semi-Automatic Assault Weapons. Her daughter, Sue,
was terrorized as she was held hostage during the Case Western Shootings in 2003.

Today, Eleanor continues her interest in Social Justice and Gun Control.-- though you may find
her peacefully clicking her camera at you, and you never knew it until her artistic take appears!!


mailto:webmaster@ouuf.org
mailto:webmaster@ouuf.org
http://www.ouuf.org
http://www.ouuf.org

