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If you have announcements for The Chalice, send them to office@ouuf.org by the
25th of each month.

Thank You!
Upcoming Services
Living Love Through The Practice of Inclusion
February 2025
February 2

TED Talk: Birds Aren't Real? How a Conspiracy Takes Flight

Birds aren't real?? How should we deal with people who believe things that we don't
believe? What if they believe in a conspiracy theory? The thing not to do is to ridicule
them. Peter McIndoe has a better approach -- and a sense of humor. Service lead by Jeff
Witmer, Peter Hoeman, and Ryan Mincey.

February 9
The Heart of Unitarian Universalism: Love Centered Inclusion

As UU's we often speak about and have actually adopted as part of our Bylaws, that we put
love at the center of everything we do. This doesn't necessarily always shine through when
we look at inclusion though. Through this service, we will take a look at including people
beyond a mere welcome or platitudes, and how radically different inclusion can be when
we put love at the center of it. Service lead by Don Leake and Ryan Mincey.

February 16
Answering the Call to Love: Anthem to Our Living Tradition

As we explore Living Love through the Practice of Inclusion this month, let's turn to the
creation of a favorite hymn for inspiration and instruction. How can we answer the call of
love, and find ways to widen the circle of belonging in our faith? Service led by Rev.
Kristina Church.

February 23
A Richer Experience of Community & A Larger View of Time

Tasks of Active Hope, for responding to the climate crisis and the crisis of democracy. Two
more catalysts for The Great Turning. And a celebration of OUUF’s community of
mutuality. Service led by Rev. Mary Grigolia.

Zoom Addresses


mailto:office@ouuf.org
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=0b4eb44a-eb6f-4fb3-a266-ef98250f8da4

Sunday Service Zoom Login
Join via computer: https://zoom.us/j/92624190519?
pwd=SWdJHIL.3Z6QkxGY1ITWXdqdVIuYUVXQTo9
Meeting ID: 926 2419 0519
Join via smartphone by dialing: 929-436-2866, then entering the
Meeting ID followed by the pound sign: 92624190519#, then entering the password: 134017#

Minister Musings

Diversity is being invited to the party;
inclusion is being asked to dance.

--Verna Myers
Dear members and friends of Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,

Welcome to February, a month when we considerLiving Love through the Practice
of Inclusion!

Dancing is an apt metaphor for the kind of interactions we often have in our
congregations: interactions with people who are sometimes merely acquaintances, and
who are different from us in some significant way. The give and take of a dance, the
improvisational nature of the way we move to the music, the need to listen and respond,
and the imperfection inherent in any human interaction, all show up in surprising ways
when we encounter one another here at the Fellowship.

We may think we are practicing Inclusion simply by inviting others to participate in our
Fellowship and its activities. But if, when we see them standing off to the side looking at
their feet, we turn away towards the people we are more familiar with, we've lost the
rhythm of the dance.

In order to offer authentic hospitality and to practice trueInclusion, our welcome needs
to extend beyond the small group people on our Membership Committee. Each person in
the Fellowship needs to consider themselves a part of the 'dancing corps', actively seeking
out new people and offering them welcome.

And the welcome we offer needs to be about listening to the other person and following
their cues, not assuming that we know what they might want or need. Each person who
comes to our Fellowship has a unique set of needs, interests, and gifts. It's part of the
dance to discover and appreciate that uniqueness.

If we assume we know what the needs of new people are, it's as if we have a limited and
prescribed set of dance steps we've mastered, and we're eager to show them off to new
acquaintances. In other words, we're making it about us. But in this case we aren't really
listening so that we can nimbly-- and humbly-- follow when the 'dance of welcome' begins.

Instead we need to ask open-ended questions like “tell me a little about you” and “what can
I help you get connected to here” and “is there part of Unitarian Universalism that you'd be
interested in knowing more about?” As the lyrics of a favorite hymn would put it,

When we tell our story from deep inside, and we listen with a loving mind,

And we hear our voices in each others' words,

Then our heart is in a holy place.

-Singing the Journey #1008, When Our Heart Is in a Holy Place words and music by
Joyce Poley

When we start with genuine interest and respond to the cues we're receiving, we are more
likely to make a true connection. For it's then that the welcome truly comes from a holy
place: our own beautiful, beating hearts.

Wide and spacious blessings for this short month! I'll see you soon!
Rev. Kristina


https://zoom.us/j/92624190519?pwd=SWdHL3Z6QkxGY1lTWXdqdVluYUVXQT09

February 2025 Cause of the Month

As part of our covenant with one another, Oberlin Unitarian Universalist

Fellowship members have made a commitment to live our values in the world through
Causes of the Month, which we support through our offering. The cause for February
2025 is Lorain County Safe Harbor/Genesis House.

Genesis House, a non-profit domestic violence social service and social change

agency, provides temporary safety, shelter, food, aid, and support to the victims of
domestic violence and their children who have reached the decision to leave the violent
situation. It is part of a collaborative community effort to provide a responsive system of
care for victims, helping families heal and deal with the trauma involved in coping with
family violence, while also raising awareness.
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JULY 2024 - JUNE 2025 CAUSES OF THE MONTH SCHEDULE

JULY - The Pink Haven Coalition

AUGUST - LGBTQ+ Lorain County

SEPTEMBER - El Centro
OCTOBER - Oberlin Citizens Climate Lobby
*NOVEMBER - OCS Helping Hands
*DECEMBER - UU Service Committee - Guest At Your Table
JANUARY - Lorain County Free Clinic
FEBRUARY - Genesis House
MARCH - POWER (Providing Oberlin With Energy Responsibly)
APRIL - Lorain County Rape Crisis Center
*MAY - UUA Disaster Relief Fund
JUNE - Family Planning Services of Lorain County

*Permanent cause of the month

Adult Programs & Events

For a complete list of events taking place at OUUF, and to see when rooms are
reserved for private use, check our online calendar. Otherwise, events will be
published in the "This Week @ OUUF" emails the week they occur.

Mondays:
OUUF Men's Group, Mondays, 7-9 p.m., hybrid meeting

The mission of the OUUF Men’s Group is to:
e Support each other as men for positive participation in living the Unitarian
Universalist principles in our personal and community lives.
e Strengthen our bond and covenant together, expressing feelings at deepening levels,
speaking from the heart and listening actively without judgment.
e Facilitate personal and congregational spiritual growth in beloved community.
Our relationships exist in the space between us, which is sacred (Martin Buber). We honor
that space through the use of Essential Silence, I-Statements, and Active Deep Listening.
Come once a week, once a month, or once a year. If you identify as male and generally
agree with the principles of Unitarian Universalism we hope to see you here.

Zoom Meeting ID: 707 226 286
Passcode: 091 905

Tuesdays:

There are no programs scheduled on Tuesdays at this time.


http://www.ouuf.org/events
http://www.ouuf.org/events

Wednesdays:

Monthly UU Poetry Group Zoom: ( 3rd Wednesdays) February 19, 2-3 p.m.
Poems to Live By, Poems to Wake Us Up: February's theme is the Practice of Inclusion.
Bring a poem (or two or three) reflecting your experience of Inclusion. Or another poem
(or song) that speaks to your heart or our times. Come to listen. All are welcome.

Poetry Zoom login: https://zoom.us/j/99928081815?
pwd=T05FQk5sZ05TbEpLUGNmMTk5sNMldhdzog

Meeting ID: 999 2808 1815

Passcode: 559893

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,09928081815#

Living with Change Covenant Group — 2nd & 4th Wednesday’s, February 12 &
26, 2:30-4:30, in-person @ OUUF

Refreshments and socializing begin at 2:30, the meeting runs from 3:00 to 4:30 p.m. After
a check-in, the leader of the day introduces a topic and a discussion follows, sometimes
about that topic and sometimes about a topic raised during the check-in. All are welcome.

What Would Jesus Do? Covenant Group - 4th Wednesdays, February 26,
7pm-8:30pm - via Zoom

You are warmly invited to join us in exploring the book The Prophet by Khalil Gibran.
Spiritual seekers from traditional Christian churches are also welcome in our group! (Our
group was inspired by a book entitled The Great Spiritual Migration, by Brian McLaren, as
well).

Thursdays:
Deepening Circles Meditation (DCM) every Thursday, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

eastern, on Zoom.

All are welcome. No previous experience required.
We read the book together. Led by Rev. Mary.

Zoom login: Https://uso6web.zoom.us/j/89160582716?
pwd=bjDVBR6NGeyzPgGatlUyLLVhaZMbOQuh.1

Meeting ID: 891 6058 2716
Passcode: 654147

Wisdom Dreams - Thu, February 6, 1:30-2:30 p.m . on Zoom. Bring a dream (or
dream image) to share. Explore together the messages, meanings, and metaphors, wisdom
and humor. How may your dreams reflect our month’s theme, Inclusion? How might all
parts reflect back as you? All are welcome.
https://zoom.us/j/93122029279?pwd=TCoUMmVGQVZHUHEzcWJ10WUzUHorZz09
Meeting ID: 931 2202 9279

Passcode: 238245

One tap mobile

+19292056099,,03122029279#

Thursday Evening Meditation. Every Thursday, 7:00-8:30 p.m. on Zoom.

The Evening Meditation Group meets on zoom from 7:00 pm to 8:30 every Thursday
evening. We would be very happy if you would join us. We started as an in-person group
before Covid and then shifted to zoom. We spend time in silent meditation and share
readings from well-known spiritual and meditation teachers as well as from our own
personal experience. You are welcome to come to see if our meditation feels comfortable
for you. If you enjoy meditating and talking about matters that “speak to your spirit”, by all
means come and be a part of us. Email Ann Cook-Frantz at anntcf78 @gmail.com for
further Information. If you would like Ann will email you a copy of their format.

Fridays:
Game Night: We play board games and eat pizza on the second Friday of each


https://zoom.us/j/99928081815?pwd=T05FQk5sZ05TbEpLUGNmTk5NMldhdz09
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89160582716?pwd=bjDVBR6NGeyzPgG9tlUyLVhaZMbOuh.1
https://zoom.us/j/93122029279?pwd=TC9UMmVGQVZHUHEzcWJ1OWUzUHorZz09

month. This month, our minister Kristina Church is joining us, along with her husband
and 13-year-old son. Come join us and meet them! Next meeting is February 14, at
OUUF, starting at 6:30pm.

MORE ABOUT OUR
COMMITTEE & TEAM EVENTS

OBERLIN Worship Team, Tuesday after the 3rd Sunday, February 18, 7-8 p.m.
on Zoom. Reflect on past services and plan upcoming services. All are welcome.

Same login as Sunday morning services:

https://zoom.us/j/92624190519?
pwd=SWdHIL.3Z6QkxGY1lTWXdqdVIuYUVXQTo09

Meeting ID: 926 2419 0519

Passcode: 134017

Oberlin Board Meeting, Tue February 11, 7-8:30 p.m. at the building and on Zoom.
All are welcome. https://zoom.us/j/92920571122?
pwd=SGRrSXg5S2dyekprZidMRWFGU2V1dzog

Meeting ID: 929 2057 1122

Passcode: 111939

One tap mobile

+19294362866,,02920571122#,,,,5111939#

OUUF & OUUC Adult Program Team , Thursday, February 20, 7-8 p.m. Update
current programs, envision and plan new ones. All are welcome. On Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/970557715262pwd=Q1psWjJzcDZxeWx0OWHRpMIBqYnB0Zz09
Meeting ID: 970 5577 1526

Passcode: 975903

One tap mobile

+13017158592,,97055771526#

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS: LOVE IS THE
DOCTRINE OF THIS CHURCH. SERVICE IS ITS
PRAYER. INCLUSION IS ITS MISSION, AND THE
MEANING OF MEMBERSHIP

Our service theme for the month is inclusion. The UUA has held up as our central core
covenantal value love. Inclusion and Love, the heart of our Oasis of Loving Engagement,
are celebrated on Valentine’s Day.

“There’s nothing more complex or more liberating than relationships which spark mutual
growth. That’s the heart task (and the hard task) of spiritual community: to challenge and
change us, to grow our hearts, so we might make a difference in ourselves, each other, and
the world.” Mary Grigolia

The decision to become a member of our congregation represents recognition that you
found a spiritual home with us. New members are the lifeblood of our congregation. We
celebrate and formally recognize them once or twice a year. The commitment to deepen
their spiritual lives by ongoing participation in worship, and other spiritual exploration
and enhancement programs, is matched by commitment of our congregation to
enthusiastically welcome the opportunity of being changed by the unique presence and
expression of each new members individuality. Individual and congregational growth are
realized as they are mutual and reciprocal. As you're open to being changed in relationship
with us, we are open to being changed in relationship with you in our Oasis of Loving
Engagement. Our relationships exist in the space between us, which is sacred. (Martin


https://zoom.us/j/92624190519?pwd=SWdHL3Z6QkxGY1lTWXdqdVluYUVXQT09
https://zoom.us/j/92920571122?pwd=SGRrSXg5S2dyekprZ1dMRWFGU2Vldz09
https://zoom.us/j/97055771526?pwd=Q1psWjJzcDZxeWx0WHRpMlBqYnB0Zz09
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Congregational

- Transformation

Adaptation &
Resilience

Mitigation

Committees &
Teams

Building & Grounds Committee
bandg@ouuf.org

Board of Trustees
board @ouuf.org

Committee on Ministry
com@ouuf.org

Communications Committee

communications@ouuf.org

Religious Exploration Committee

dre@ouuf.org

Nominating Committee
nomcom@ouuf.org

Social Justice Committee
socjust@ouuf.org

Worship Team
worship@ouuf.org

Membership Committee
membership@ouuf.org

Finance Committee

finance@ouuf.org
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Oberlin Unitarian Universalist

Fellowship

355 E. Lorain St.
Oberlin, Ohio 44074

Phone: 440-775-0355
www.ouuf.org

Services every Sunday on Zoom
at 10:30am

All Are Welcome!

STAFF

Minister:
Kristina Church
minister@ouuf.org

Office Manager:
Ryan Mincey
office@ouuf.org

Director of Religious Exploration:
Hanna Steele
dre@ouuf.org

Music Director:
Katie Cross
crossk_connect@yahoo.com
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Board of Trustees '24-'25

President, Jo Huber;

Vice President, Helen Kopp;

Treasurer, Jeff Witmer;

Secretary, Elizabeth Aldrich;
Members-at-Large, Ann Cook-Frantz, Jan
Larsen, Polly Carrol
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